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This document provides an update of the status of development for the first phase of the 

project, which will be demonstrated in conjunction with a joint NASA (ARCTAS)* and 

NOAA (ARCPAC)* field mission in April 2008. The initial focus of the project is on 

extending the continental aerosol forecasting tool (http://idea.ssec.wisc.edu/) to produce a 

global aerosol forecast capability.  

 

The key input and outputs of the global fire and aerosol forecasting tool are shown 

schematically in Figure 1.  

 
Figure 1: Schematic diagram of input data and output predictions for CEOS ACC 
Global Fire and Aerosol forecasting tool. 
  

Automated acquisition and processing of Terra (AM) and Aqua (PM) MODO4 (AOD) 

granules via the NASA/NOAA Bent Pipe has been operating at CIMSS since January 

17
th
, 2008. Automated acquisition of MODIS fire detection data via FIRMS at the 

University of Maryland, College Park, MD has been operating at CIMSS since January 

11
th
, 2008. Automated acquisition of the NOAA GFS Grib2 data via the CIMSS LDM 

required software updates (WMO conversion from Grib to Grib2 occurred on Feb 1
st
, 

2008) and has been operating at CIMSS since January 30
th
, 2008.  
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